
Intro / The Plains

Multi Choice Quiz

1. What period does our 

topic cover?

A. 1835 - 1895

B. C1835 - c1895
C. C1895 - c1945

D. 1900 - 2000

2.  Where are the Great 

Plains?
A, B, C, D

A

B

C

D

3.      One minute mind map. 

All of the animals and 
environment features 

you can remember of 
the Plains.

4. What were the issues of life 

on the plains?

A. Little timber

B. Lots of cities
C. No modern transport

D. Harsh weather



Native Peoples

Brain Dump

I have four areas in my mind that I want you to get. There are points on offer. 

Retrieve all you can. Reach for higher knowledge and get more points. 

2 Points if you got 

● Chiefs

● Bands

● Tribes

1 Point if you got

● Teepees

● Nomadic Lifestyle 

4 Points if you

could 

● Name two tribes

3 Points if you

could talk about

● Importance of horses

● Importance of buffalo

Now we go again. 

Now we have briefly discussed 

the answers you should aim for a 

50% increase in your score at 

least.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CH50zuS8DD0


Native people’s beliefs

What do the symbols refer to? What do you remember about them?



Government policy towards native peoples

Match the dates and information up to the act

1830

1834

1851

1848

US Victory in 

Mexican 

American War.

Indian 

Removal Act.

Indian 

Appropriations 

Act.

Indian Trade 

and Intercourse 

Act. 

Provided money 

for people to be 
moved onto 
reservations.

Pressurised native 

people living in the 
East to move West 
of the Mississippi

This gave the USA 

new territory on the 
West inc. 
California. 

Establishes the 

‘Permanent Indian 

Frontier



What time period are 

we covering?

What does nomadic 

mean?

List three animals 

living on the Great 
Plains. 

What things would 

native peoples use as 
weapons in war?

Draw a Teepee. Who is Wakan 

Tanka?

Name two tribes. What is a 

reservation?

Who won the Mexican 

- American war?

What did the Indian 

Removal Act do?

Describe the location 

of the Great Plains on 
the American 
Continent.

What did the chief do 

in a tribe?

Name a sacred area 

for native peoples in 
the Plains.

Who owned land 

according to Native 
Peoples?

Find missing word: 

Permanent Indian 
___________

What was the hardest 

part of living on the 
Plains
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Why move West?

Just a Minute

Work in pairs. 

You have one minute to answer this question.

You cannot;

● Repeat a word (You can repeat ‘West, but that’s it)

● Hesitate when speaking. (No erms and ers)

● Deviate (go off topic) 

Your partner will have a card to see if you retrieved our key points. 



● Push - Pull Factors

● Oregon Trail

● Mountain Men

● 1837 Financial Crisis

● Push - Pull Factors

● Oregon Trail

● Mountain Men

● 1837 Financial Crisis

● Push - Pull Factors

● Oregon Trail

● Mountain Men

● 1837 Financial Crisis



Donner Party?

As quick as you can.

1. In no more than 

ten words, tell me 
the story of the 
Donner Party. 

……………………………

……………………………

……………………………

……………………………

……………………………

……………………………

……………………………

……………………………

…………………….……

……………….…………

…………………………...

2. What part of the narrative is described above?

………………………………………………………………………….

3. Circle the correct two names. 

George Donner

Patrick Donner

Brigham Donner

Jacob Donner

4. Circle the correct answer.. 

Native peoples were not 
involved in the Donner Party 

expedition at all. 

True / False



The Mormons

Highlighter heads. 

1. Which one of these was the 

second leader of the Mormons?

2. Which one lost his life when 

killed by a mob while in prison for 
breaking a printing press?

3. Which one decided to take the 

Mormons west?

4. Whose leadership successfully 

led the Mormons west?

What year were the Mormons 

formed?

Where did this happen?

What was the final destination?

Name two things he did that made 

it a success. 



California Gold Rush 1849

Pass it on. 

Write down four facts abouts about the California Gold Rush. 
We will go around the class and tell the story. 

One person - one sentence. 
If your fact gets mentioned tick it off. 

Can you recall;

The basic story, life and lawlessness, specific names and places, genocide and racial tension 



What was a push 

factor for people 
moving West?

Describe the donner 

party in three words?

Mountain Men were 

mostly making money 
from what?

What did they do 

when they got there?

The group split at Fort 

Springer. T/F?.

Name the four places 

where they tried to 
settle?

Name two people in 

the Donner Party..

Where was gold 

discovered?

Who discovered the 

gold?
Bonus pt. For when. 

Two examples of 

Lawlessness during 
the Gold Rush?

What was a pull factor 

for people moving 
West?

Native peoples had 

no involvement in the 
Donner Party. T/F?

Name the two leaders 

of the Mormons..

What was the most 

important factor in the 
migration 
succeeding?

Which racial groups 

were in the California 
area?

How did the financial 

crash of 1837 affect 
migration west?
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Americans in the West

Multi Choice Quiz

1. What things were missing for Americans in 

the Plains.
a. Timber
b. Community

c. Government support
d. Sources of Water

2.     People moved to the plains because;
a. There was gold discovered in 1848

b. Financial situation in the east was bad
c. To live amongst native peoples. 

d. To escape religious persecution

3.     The Kansas Nebraska Act 1854;

a. Decided if those states were to be slave or free. 
b. Let those states decide if they would be slave or 

free. 

4.       Because of the results of what happened in     

Kansas it became known as;
a. Peaceful Kansas
b. Warring Kansas

c. Wounded Kansas
d. Bleeding Kansas

5. How did people overcome struggles on the 
plains?

a. They didn’t and went home.
b. They used new technology. 

c. They didn’t and some died. 
d. They used methods from where they came 

from.  



Fort Laramie Treaty 1851

Because, But, So ...

● The Fort Laramie Treaty was signed in 1851 because 
. . .

● The Fort Laramie Treaty was signed in 1851 but  . . .

● The Fort Laramie Treaty was signed in 1851 so . . .



Lawlessness in early towns

Causation mindmap

Racial

Governmental

Societal



Law and Order

Hierarchy exercise. 

Positives Negatives

Link to prior 

learning

What do these 

numbers 

mean?

● 10000

● 60000



Tell me why not to 

move to the plains in 
less than 10 words. 

How much would 

tribes get per year 
under Fort Laramie 
Treaty. 

Kansas was bleeding. 

Why? No more than 
10 words. 

With all this 

lawlessness in the 
West, where was the 
law?

Why was signing the 

treaty an issue. Long 
term and Short term. 

What forms of justice 

were used before law 
and order arrived?

What did Americans 

want from Fort 
Laramie treaty. Give 2

Why is 60000 

important when it 
comes to lawlessness 
in the West?

What was the role of 

the US Marshals?

Give yourself 30 

seconds to draw the 
law and order 
hierarchy. 

Two new technologies 

used on the plains. 
Go!

Link Laramie to 

Conquering Bear. 

What racial tension 

and clashes were 
there in the west?

Name two things that 

contributed to 
violence in the West.

Why is 10000 

important when it 
comes to lawlessness 
in the West?

Who and what was 

harmed by people 
farming on the 
Plains?
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The Homestead Act

Match the numbers and information.

1862

10

6 mill

160

Amount of 

Acres a person 

got

Year the act 

was passed.

Number of 

homesteads by 

1876

Amount of 

dollars to file a 

claim

Provided money 

for people to be 
moved onto 
reservations.

Signed by Lincoln 

and the Republican 
Party. 

Anyone could file a 

claim as long as 
loyal to the Union.  

Low price meant 

poor and immigrants 

could be 

homesteaders. 



The Pacific Railroad Act

Design your own infographic

You have five minutes to create your own infographic on the 
Transcontinental Railroad. Images + key information = a 

great infographic.  



The Cattle Industry

Link to other learning in the American West

Link the Cattle Industry to these other topics we have looked at so far in the American West. 

Any others you can 

think of . . . 



Problems of Homesteading - Match the 

solution to the Problem

Lack of 
Timber

Lack of 
Water

Hard, arid 
land

Natural 
Disasters

Drills & 
Pumps

No 
solution

Sod 
Houses

Stronger 
machinery

Oh no!

The 

animations 

have gone 

wrong. We 

can see 

where the 

solutions go to 

but not what 

they are. 

Oh well. 

Onwards. 



Where was the 

Golden Spike driven 
in?

Name as many Cattle 

Towns as you can. 

Migrants from what 

countries helped build 
the TR?

1 positive, 1 negative 

for homesteaders. 

Name as many 

notable people as you 
can involved in the 
early Cattle Industry. 

Mini debate: Could 

the TR have been 
built without the 
federal g/ment?

Texas Long / Short 

horn cattle. 

‘Water was brought 

in on trains.’ 
What is wrong with 
this statement? 

Red Turkey ________ Houses made from 

what?

Which President 

signed the Pacific 
Railroad Act. (Look 
around the room.)

Name as many cattle 

trails as you can. 

160 Miles, Acres, 

Furlongs? 

Which President 

signed the 
Homestead Act. (Look 
around the room.)

Natural disasters had 

solutions. 

T / F

Homestead Act -

Effect on Native 
Peoples. 
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Role of Cowboys
1. What can we learn about the role of cowboys from a stereotypical image? 

2. What do we not learn about them from this image? 



‘Indian Wars’ Multi-choice sentences. 

Little Crow 

of the . . .

a. Santee Sioux

b. Cherokee
c. Shawnee

After starving on 

poor reservation land 

attacked . . . 

a. A Local fort

b. Indian 

Agency 

buildings

c. Neighbouring 

tribe

Which 

resulted in . 
. . 

a. Move to a 
smaller 
reservation

b. Nothing

c. Peace 

treaty

Black Kettle 

of the . . . 

a. Santee Sioux

b. Cheyenne
c. Shawnee

After starving on 

poor reservation land 

attacked . . . 

a. Wagon trains

b. Indian 

Agency 

buildings

c. Neighbouring 

tribe

After 3 years 

a peace was 
signed. 
Colonel 

Chivington . 
. . 

a. Massacred 
more than 

150

b. Took 

food to 

them

c. Peace 

treaty

Red Cloud 

of the . . . 

a. Santee Sioux

b. Cheyenne
c. Lakota Sioux

After the Bozeman 

trail crossed his 

tribe’s land attacked  

. . . 

a. Wagon trains

b. Indian 

Agency 

buildings

c. US Soldiers

After the 

Fetterman 
Trap the 
government

a. Abandoned 

the trail

b. Abando

ned 

forts

c. Peace 

treaty



Government Policy - Fragment or Sentence. 

Fragment or Sentence S / F Fix if needed. T/F

Buffalo were used. F Buffalo were used for a 
multitude of reasons by 
Plains tribes. 

T

Reservations were a harsh. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs’ agents 

were frequently corrupt.

President Grant made Ely Parker.

Life on reservations meant

To complete read and decide if the below are fragments or full sentence. Turn Fragments 

into full sentences. One unrelated one is done as an example. Then tell me if it is true or 
false.   



Settlement and Growth - Jeopardy 

Here are the answers. Make four questions. 

Benjamin 

Singleton

The Book of 

Exodus

April 22nd 

1889

160 Acres



Who was Black 

Kettle?

President Grant’s 

peace process was 
signed in which year?

Who was Red Cloud? Name four pieces of a 

cowboys equipment.

Who ran the 

reservations?

Who was Little Crow? What was disrupted in 

reservation life?

Why were they called 

Exodusters?

What year was 

Oklahoma Land 
Rush?

Who was Benjamin 

Singleton?

What was the 

Bozeman Trail?

Who was Ely Parker?

Who was the most 

important person on 
the Long Drive

Who were the first 

cowboys?

One consequence of 

the Civil War?

Name one reason the 

role of cowboys 
changed. 
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Lawlessness
Subordinating Conjunctions

Take the sentence below and add a subordinating conjunction 

1. Billy the Kid was involved in a range war in 1878, 

1. The Gunfight at the OK Corral took place on 26th 

October 1886,

1. The Johnson County War was between cattle barons 

and homesteaders,

1. The WSGA hired 22 gunmen from Texas,



Battle of the Little Bighorn

Multi Choice Quiz

1. Sitting Bull was the leader of which Tribe?

a. Navajo
b. Hoti
c. Cherokee

d. Lakota Sioux

2.     General Custer led which detachment of the 
US Army

a. 4th Cavalry

b. 7th Cavalry
c. 9th Cavalry

d. 11th Cavalry

3.     Sitting Bull had a premonition about

a. Losing the battle
b. The Cavalry riding upside down

c. The Cavalry running away from him
d. Cutting his arms

4.       Which famous warrior fought in the Battle 

of the Little Bighorn;
a. Black Crow
b. Conquering Bear

c. Black Kettle
d. Little Crow

5. Was this a success for SItting Bull?
a. Yes

b. No.   



Death of Sitting Bull, Ghost Dance and Wounded Knee

Pass it on. 

Write down four facts abouts about the California Gold Rush. 
We will go around the class and tell the story. 

One person - one sentence. 
If your fact gets mentioned tick it off. 

Can you recall;

The basic story, specific names and places, consequences.  



Extermination of the Buffalo 

You all know the uses. What if they could not be 

used anymore? What would the consequences 
be? First one is done. 

No 

material 
to build 
shelter.

Move into 

houses. 
Lose 
nomadic 

way of 
life.



The Battle of the Little 

Bighorn was in what 
year?

How many were killed 

in the Wounded Knee 
Massacre?

One consequence of 

the battle was . . .

Wyatt Earp fought at 

the Gunfight at the 
OK Corral. T / F?

Ghost Dancers worse 

which colour shirt?

Who designed 

Custer’s uniform?

Who killed SItting 

Bull?

Who was William 

Cody?

What did Americans 

use the Buffalo for?

Other than hunting 

what increased the 
extermination of the 
buffalo?

The Battle of the Little 

Bighorn was in what 
year?

Big Foot was from 

what tribe?

Who was the WSGA? Billy the Kid fought at 

the Gunfight on the 
OK Corral. T / F?

One consequence of 

the extermination. 

Name one of the 

people killed in the 
Johnson County War.. 
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The 

End
Subordinating Conjunctions

Take the sentence below and add a subordinating conjunction 

1. The Dawes Act was passed in 1887,

1. Tribal Chiefs lost their power, 

1. Assimilation meant loss of traditional way of life for native 

people, 

1. In 1890, the US census office declared there was no 

longer a frontier, 


