
American 
Progress is an 
1872 painting by 
John Gast. This 
is used a lot to 
explain 
Manifest 
Destiny.
Who and what 
has not been 
included in this 
work?
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Where is the US 
army? What was 
their role in the 
west?

Where are the black people? Some 
were in the west prior to 
emancipation in 1865. What other 
groups travelled west?

Where are the 
Women? What 
was their role 
in the West?

Was this just Westward 
Expansion? What other groups 
came to the Western US? Why? 
What problems did they face?

Where is the barbed 
wire? When was this 
patented? How did 
this change the west?

Where are the 
rest of the 
native peoples 
in the west? 
Some are seen 
(running 
away) but lots 
of other 
images could 
be used. Trail 
of Tears, 
reservations, 
forced 
assimilation



The city seen is 
New York. Why 
would this be 
important for 
Westward 
Expansion?

What type of 
agriculture is 
this? What was 
its effect on the 
West?

They are all 
separate 
characters? Who 
could they 
represent? 

What is 
happening to the 
native peoples 
here?

Look at the types 
of transport? Can 
you place them in 
chronological 
order of main use

What is happening to 
the buffalo here?


